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If the Super Bowl is the goal 
for a football player, the Sun-
dance Film Festival is the goal 
for filmmakers. Every year for 
one thrilling week in January, th 
Park City, Utah is transformed 
into an artist’s den where film-
makers eagerly premiere their 
films, celebrities flock to sup-
port their films, and movie stu-
dios look for their next surpris-
ing moneymaker.

The festival gives young 
filmmakers the opportunity to 
show their films in a venue full 
of cinema fanatics. The festi-
val also gives more established 
directors the freedom to stray 

  Sundance searches for the next cinema hit 

from the norm and create more 
eccentric films. For many film-
makers, the honor of having 
their film selected to show at 
Sundance sustains their appe-
tite for success. However some 
filmmakers hope Sundance will 
be a pad for their film. 

The most hyped up films at 
the festival will go on to show 
in theaters to mainstream au-
diences. Films such as “Little 
Miss Sunshine,” “Juno” and 
“500 Days of Summer” first 
gained notoriety after premier-
ing at Sundance.

For a lucky group of USD 
students, Park City became 
their classroom for interses-
sion. Dr. Eric Pierson and Dr. 
Roger Pace of the communica-

tion department guided students  
during the Sundance experi-
ence. 

Students descended upon 
the snowy slopes of Park City 
to gain insight into the world 
of independent cinema, while 
viewing its newest produc-
tions.

During the week, entertain-
ment industry insiders pre-
dicted which film will be the 
next “Juno.” In an ideal world, 
theaters would fill the screens 
with Sundance films, but often 
films such as “Twilight” take 
their place. Below is a recap of 
some of the most buzzed about  
films of the festival, which a 
few USD Sundance students 
predict could be the next hits.
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Spike Jonze is no strang-
er to the film industry. This 
year he directed the hyped 
up film, “Where The Wild 
Things Are.” Directors like 
Jonze tend to find comfort 
in the accepting audience 
of Sundance which allows 
them to experiment with 
subject matter outside of 
the mainstream. 

At Sundance, Jonze pre-
miered his short film, “I’m 
Here,” a simple robot ro-
mance story. The film fea-
tures a couple robots, some 
good music and quick wit. 
Based on “The Giving 
Tree,” the film comments 
on the downfalls of  re-
lationship dependency. 
Through the mastery work 
of Jonze, the film man-
ages to wisely comment 
on romance in our modern 
world.

I’m Here
Director: 

Spike Jonze

happythankyoumoreplease
Director: Josh Radnor

“ H a p p y t h a n k y o u m o r e -
please” is the Sundance directo-
rial debut for actor Josh Radnor, 
who is the star atnd screenwrit-
er of this contemporary film 
about young love in the New 
York summer. At the center of 
the film is Sam (Josh Radnor), 
a young writer in New York 
City who becomes responsible 

for a young boy who is aban-
doned on a subway. Sam enjoys 
the company of his best friend 
Annie (Malin Ackerman), who 
struggles with the lesser talked 
about, but quite noticeable, dis-
ease alopecia. The film explores 
Sam’s relationship with his ec-
centric friends and potentional 
lover. Throughout the film, Sam 

and his friends struggle person-
ally and professionally as they 
search for some sort of accep-
tance with their present life and 
look toward their future.

The film received the Audi-
ence Award at Sundace for best 
drama and will likely find a 
comforttable spot in U.S. the-
aters. 

Often there are films that 
give romantics hope for a 
happy ending, but there are 
also films that paint love in 
a negative light, taking away 
any hope that a true roman-
tic may have had for a hap-
py ending. “Blue Valentine” 
manages to portray both 
types of love. It portrays a 
romantic relationship as a 
blissful, happy and reward-
ing relationship. Yet it also 
shows how a romantic rela-
tionship can lead to codepen-
dency and the destruction of 
self. 

Ryan Gosling and Mi-
chelle Williams portray Dean 
and Cindy, a working class 
couple who are facing the 
disillusion of their marriage. 

blue valentine Director:  Derek cianfrance

As the couple makes one last 
effort to save their marriage by 
taking a trip to a hotel, the two 
individuals reflect on the start 
of their relationship. These 
past memories take the viewer 
on a journey through the bliss-
ful and joyous moments of the 
couple’s  budding relationship 
and the eventual destruction of 
their marriage. 

The strength of the film lies 
in director  Derek Cianfrance’s 
ability to portray love in two 
completely different ways. 
Superb acting by Williams and 
Gosling, as well as an ador-
able performance by newcom-
er Faith Wladayka add to the 
integrity of the film. Music by 
Grizzly Bear throughout the 
film does not hurt either. 

The film is likely to find 
popularity in mainstream  
theaters due to the star power 
of Ryan Gosling and Michelle 
Williams. However, view-
ers should be warned that the 
darling Gosling we all know 

from “The Notebook” is no  
longer charming. Instead he is a  
desperate and heartbroken man. 
Although grim and dark, “Blue 
Valentine” provides an appro-
priate look into the reality of a  
destroyed marriage.

“HIGH School” is the 
quintessential stoner com-
edy, mixed with a coming 
of age tale of  two friends. 
Henry (Matt Bush) is the 
valedictorian of his subur-
ban high school who strives 
to achieve perfection. Af-
ter a brief reunion with 
his childhood friend Tra-

Director: John stalberg

vis (Sean Marquette) Henry 
indulges in drugs, assum-
ing there will be no drastic 
consequences. Meanwhile, 
sick of dealing with stoned 
students, the boys’ principal 
(Michael Chiklis) decides 
to give every student a drug 
test and expel them if they 
test positive. Henry and 

Travis join forces to try to 
save Henry from his biggest 
fear, expulsion and failure. 
The film is not perfect, but 
nonetheless a nice comedy 
that many young adults may 
find HIGHlarious. Plus, Os-
car winner Adrien Brody 
plays a drug dealer in a sur-
prising , yet comedic role. 

buried
Director: 

Rodrigo Cortes

“Buried” was one of the 
most buzzed about films at 
Sundance. The film stars Ryan 
Reynolds, but it is the plot that 
had most moviegoers talking. 
Paul Conroy (Reynolds) is a 
contractor in Iraq who is cap-
tured and buried alive. The film 

stars Reynolds, a cell phone, a 
lighter and a deadly coffin. It 
is 94 minutes of suspense and 
fear as Conroy tries to escape 
the fate of the coffin. Lionsgate 
bought the film at the festival, 
so a wide release will happen 
soon.

restrepo
Directors: tim hetherington & sebastian junger

There is no shortage of  
documentaries about the cur-
rent war, but “Restrepo” man-
ages to stand out from the rest. 
This war documentary lets its 
viewers join the Second Pla-
toon in the Korengal Valley 
which is the deadliest area in 
Afghanistan according to the 
men who lived and fought 

there. 
The soldiers spend a year at 

Outpost Restrepo, engaging 
in combat daily, all while the 
filmmakers film every moment 
of fear, anger and despair. 

The film earned the Jury 
Prize for Best Documentary 
and was one of the three films 
shown on premiere night at 

Sundance. Clearly the indus-
try sees the importance in this 
film and hopefully it will be  
available for a larger audience. 
The film may make its view-
ers angry that soldiers are still 
sent to Afghanistan, but it will 
no doubt make its viewers ex-
press great respect and grati-
tude to our brave soldiers.Kaitlin perry/the vista
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