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THE VISTA

Sundance searches for the next cinema hit

MAGGIE KLOS

If the Super Bowl is the goal
for a football player, the Sun-
dance Film Festival is the goal
for filmmakers. Every year for
one thrilling week in January, th
Park City, Utah is transformed
into an artist’s den where film-
makers eagerly premiere their
films, celebrities flock to sup-
port their films, and movie stu-
dios look for their next surpris-
ing moneymaker.

The festival gives young
filmmakers the opportunity to
show their films in a venue full
of cinema fanatics. The festi-
val also gives more established
directors the freedom to stray

from the norm and create more
eccentric films. For many film-
makers, the honor of having
their film selected to show at
Sundance sustains their appe-
tite for success. However some
filmmakers hope Sundance will
be a pad for their film.

The most hyped up films at
the festival will go on to show
in theaters to mainstream au-
diences. Films such as “Little
Miss Sunshine,” “Juno” and
“500 Days of Summer” first
gained notoriety after premier-
ing at Sundance.

For a lucky group of USD
students, Park City became
their classroom for interses-
sion. Dr. Eric Pierson and Dr.
Roger Pace of the communica-

tion department guided students
during the Sundance experi-
ence.

Students descended upon
the snowy slopes of Park City
to gain insight into the world
of independent cinema, while
viewing its newest produc-
tions.

During the week, entertain-
ment industry insiders pre-
dicted which film will be the
next “Juno.” In an ideal world,
theaters would fill the screens
with Sundance films, but often
films such as “Twilight” take
their place. Below is a recap of
some of the most buzzed about
films of the festival, which a
few USD Sundance students
predict could be the next hits.




